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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS

Reqgular meetings Of the Kingstone Centre, RASC are held on
the Second Fryday of each nonth at 8 p.m., in Room D-999,

MacIntosh Computer Hall, Queen's Universal. Irregular
meetings are held el sewhere. Non- menbers are welcone to
j oin. Executive neetings are at the decree of the Prezident
for Life.
Fri., March 13 Regul ar Meeti ng BS Tauri: A New O ass

of Variable Star?
Fri., April 8 Regul ar Meeti ng TBA
Fri., My 10 Cancel | ed GST
Fri., June 12 Regul ar Meeti ng TBA
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Prezident's Report

As ny year as prezident of the Kingstone Centre draws to a
close, | wuld like to bretrnawashkr share a few thoughts
with the nenbers.

The year began with a bit of a step backwards as Brian
Mul roney decided to unleash the worst tax in nmenory, causing
a cancellation of the January neeting in order to balance

the Centre budget. By February, heads were rolling nicely
and | began to feel quite confortable in nmy new role as
Prezi dent - For- Li fe.

My favourite part of our neetings is listening to the
rarbH-Ags observing notes and finding out what wasn't going
on in the lives of our nenbers. | find that the nost
difficult part of the job is putting together a schedul e of
progranms for each nonth. To this end, | nust thank Dry
Marti ni, who right after nmy ascension force-fed ne
suggestions for pogronmns. | thought this was nost

appropriate since we were holding our nonthly post-neeting
meetings at Harvey's.

For those of you who are interested in nusic or who went to
Baja for the weclipse: Dd you know that "Montezuma's
Overture" by Mistav BeenTheWater, that everyone raves so
much about, and tries to avoid on solar eclipse expeditions,
had not hi ng whatsoever to do with Astronony, other than the
nanmes of the seventeen novenents?

Finally, 1 would like to think that ny efforts in getting
students interested in Star Trek have not been in vain and
that in future even nore young people will join our Centre,

or at least a Star Trek fan club at their local school. I
cannot stress nore strongly the need to get youngsters
interested in Star Trek. Qur future as a viable, vital, and
growi ng organi zation, as it has been so often pointed out,
lies with The Next Generation.

I look forward to a continued dictatorship with the RASC
Ki ngston Centre.

G oriously subnitted,

Saddam Levst ei n.

Conmuni cating Wth the Newsl etter

This is rather difficult as the newsletter is not a |living
entity (though it is made from once-living material). As
al ways, we invite your coments and observations, just as
our Prezident-For-Life invites your subm ssion. Pl ease send
any conmuni cation intended for the newsletter to the editor.
Letter-bonbs should be sent to the Prezident-For-Life.
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A New Techni que for Cbserving Mars

by Leo

Bei ng an avid observer of all of Mars' oppositions over the
| ast 10 years, | was often frustrated by the tendency for
desert storms to obscure surface details on Mars. A friend

of mne in Kuwait has told nme of one desert stormin 1990
and 1991 that totally ruined his observing for many nonths.
Only now with Mars out of opposition are things slowy
begi nning to clear. Al in all it was the nost spectacul ar
desert stormsince Mariner 9 arrived at Mars in 1971 only to
find the entire planet enshrouded and quite featureless.

It was during a desert storm during Novenber of 1990 that |
stunbled on a revolutionary new technique for observing
Mar s. Shown below is a drawing on 1990 Nov 13-14 00: 30 UT.

Everything is clear and fine. By Nov 18-19 at 06:40
UT things had changed however: a desert storm was obscuring
nost of Mars (see sketches bel ow).
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Just as | was conpleting the Nov 18-19 drawi ng, | accidently
sprayed sonme Dristan mst all over mnmy eyepiece as | was
preparing to relieve nyself of ny cold synptons. Since |
had no tissues with me, | left the eyepiece as it was,
injected nyself olfactorially, and continued observing.
VWhat | saw | eft nme speechless [!! -Ed]: Mars was extensively
and crisply detailed, just as it appeared in the first
sket ch. In particular, all of its Sinus passages (like ny
own) had been mracul ously cleared up! Only Syrtis Mjor
remai ned obscured. As | watched over the next several
m nutes, Mars gradually resuned its featurel ess appearance.
I ncredi bl e! Dristan M st can be used to enhance planetary
observi ng!

Eager to test ny discovery, | |leaned closer to the eyepiece,
cl oser even than the eye relief of the ocular required. I
held up the bottle of Dristan mst and squeezed. The
sinuses on Mars instantly cleared up. Al trace of the
clearing effect disappared within 5 mnutes 28 seconds. |
have since determned that Dristan 12 Hour m st increases
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the duration of clearing by a factor of 2.239384672 and t hat
the quantity of Dristan requred is directly proportional to
the aperture of the instrunent in use. | am now re-working
ny previous paper on solar k-value theory to include this
Dristan Effect.

In conclusion, | have discovered that Dristan M st can be
successfully used to enhance detail in planetary obsrvation,
particularly with regard to the Martian sinus areas.

Messier Certificate Awarded

a Messier Certificate after
over the Kingstone Centre

Stanna Banana was awarded
spilling coffee and donuts all
Executive. Way to go Stan!!!

G eetings fromthe West

Greetings to all of you.

Here's nmy fee for 1992. Many thanks for Ridiculous. | like
the format and the articles, especially all the editor's
witings. Astro Funbles are also a great idea. Conplinents
to Bill Fodder Truck for a very fine publication.

- O ga Fodder Truck

Many thanks for the kind
Your cheque is in the mail.

Good to hear from you again Mm
comment s regardi ng Ridicul ous.

New Menbers Wl cone

A word of welcone to the new nenbers who have joined the
Kingstone Centre in the last little while: Col. Scwartzkoff,
S. Hussein, M GCorbechev, Sal Amanders.

PEANUTZ
| (" A mAN WAS BORN...HE WHAT A FASCINATING) | [ 1T ALMOST MAKES )
~~_LIVED AND HE DiED!” ACCOUNT... YOU WISH YOU HAD
By e — KNOWN THE FELLOW..
E 5

"STARLIGHT NIGHTS" RE-TOLD
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Canadi an Astrononer in Disqgrace

A severe blow was dealt to the Canadian Astrononi cal

community in January when Kingstone Centre Honourary
Prezi dent Levi Strauss tested positive for parabolic
steroids. Levi, who has discovered 12 conets, has been
banned from conet hunting for two years and will be stripped
of his discoveries. Parabolic steroids artificially enhance

the ability of the wuser to find solar system objects,
especially those in parabolic orbits.

Levi's conet hunting career began in the late 1960s but he
didn't neet with success until 1984. Since then he has
di scovered conets at an astonishing rate. Over the last few
years Levi has been the target of allegations of steroid use
by other conet hunters. Says WlliamLiller, "Here's a guy
who can't find a conet for 20 years and then finds 12 in 7
years. That shoul d have been a dead gi veaway."

Steroid use is believed to be ranpant at many Astrononi cal

I nstitutions. An  ITAU commission into steroid use in
Astronony has been set up. It will conduct hearings around
the world and report back to the I AU in Septenber.

In his own defence, Levi says "lI'mnot the only one! Look at
[ Robert] Evans -- he lives on steroids!”

THE CELESTIAL OBSERVER

WHEN I GROW LP...

I WANT 7O BE A
17 1/2 INCH
DOBSONIANI

WHEN TELESCOFES DREASM..
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NEW PRODUCTS IN ASTRONOMY

New Filters From Luni com

Filter technology continues to advance as evidenced by the
recent release of two new filters from Lunicom that prom se
to revol utionize Astronony...

Cloud Rejection Filter: Available in 6", 8", 11", 14", and
17E" sizes, the CRF sinply fits over the front end of the
t el escope. Wth the CRF in place you will not see any
cl ouds. Unfortunately this filter reduces the intensity of
radiation entering the telescope by 100% so it is not
sui tabl e for phot ography.

Horizon Rejection Filter: Can't afford that trip to the
Sout hern Hem sphere? Try the HRF. This electronic filter
module fits to any telescope that accepts a standard

T- adapt er. Sinply attach and point your telescope bel ow
horizon level. Also sees through clouds! Unfortunately the
HRF is only sensitive to neutrinos, so it is not suitable
for visual or solar observation. For best results, |ocate

your telescope a kilometer or two bel ow ground | evel.

Astronony Day Photo Kit for Tel escopes

Ever been clouded out on Astronony Day -- and wth hundreds
of people lined up at your telescope expecting to see
sonet hi ng anyway? This probl em has been solved forever with
the new Omi Vision Photo Kit from Preceptor (Scunberg, Ont).
Each kit contains 10 photos of various astrononical objects
specially shaped to fit over the corrector plate of your

t el escope. Each photo is printed on extra-thin paper to
allow illumnation from the typical anbient l|ight Ievels
found in nost shopping nmalls. This even works at night!

Order today, as these are bound to go fast!

Mother Goose and Grimm

OHNO.,.THERES SPOCK
AND THE CREW, T

WONDER !
NOTICE 5 Merth

"}
0
STATIC KLINGONS
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