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UPCOM NG MEETI NGS

Sat urday, January 30. Al'l neetings
Sat urday, February 13. Begin at 8:15
Sat urday, February 28.

Meetings are held at 759 dencairn St
Cshawa (near the airport).

For nore information contact Valter
MacDonal d at 579- 6615.

HOW W DESPREAD | S ASTRONOWY?

From the Decenber 1981 issue of
Astronony here are sone highlights of
the Astrononi cal League Light Pollution
Conmittee’s report on amateur astronony
in North Anmerica:

“American and Canadi an amat eur astro-
nomers today own $56 million woth of
‘scopes that pack a total |ight-gath-
ering power equal to 68 M. Pal onars.
Last year they added nore equipnent to
this arsenal than could be bought by

triple the budget of Kitt Peak Cbservatory..
An estinmated 185 000 active non-professionals are anmpong at
A recent university estinate,

have “sonme interest” in the hobby.

The Dur ham Regi on Astronom cal Society

The DRAS is an organization designed to bring together
people 13 & up who are interested in astronony whether
they be serious anmateurs or novices to this exciting
hobby.

We hol d regul ar neetings (see below) which consist of
tal ks and slides given by our nenbers. W also review
upcom ng astronom cal events.

Qur objectives include the construction of an observa-
tory and a large tel escope, public displays and public
star nights on Astronony Day, a cable TV show, and a reg-
ul ar newspaper col um.

If you have any questions or suggestions, contact:

Wal ter MacDonald 579-6615 (9:30-11 p.m Mn-Thurs)
Scott Ransay 728- 6461 (9:30-11 p.m Mon-Thurs)
Better yet, come out to one of our neetings!

CURRENT EVENTS | N ASTRONOWY

Sone excel |l ent reading can be found at GCshawa Public
Library in SKY & TELESCOPE (in the periodical section).

An excel l ent sky guide for the year can al so be found:
The 1982 OBSERVER S HANDBOOK (in the reference section)
gives monthly sumaries of the planets, noon, sun, and
stars, and much, nuch nore. Wdely used throughout North
America, the Observer’s Handbook is excellent for both
naked eye observers and tel escopists alike.

VWHAT' S HAPPENI NG I N 1982
Met eor Shower s:
Lyrids....April 22

Orionids..COctober 21
Aquarids..May 4, July 28 Gemi ni ds. . Decenber 14
Per sei ds. . August 12 Ursids....Decenber 22

The Perseids and Geninids produce the npost neteors: up
to 50 per person per hour! The Perseids are nuch better
observed because of warm August nights.

In 1982 we will enjoy two total eclipses of the noon
The first, on July 6, will start shortly before nidnight
but the last part will be m ssed when the noon sets.

The second, on Decenber 30, will start shortly after 3am
Don't forget to dress warmy

On Novenber 19 at 4pmthe nmoon will pass in front of Mars.
This is known as an occultation and should be exciting.

“Interest in astronomy as a hobby is wi despread.
| east 400 000 who, the survey estinmated

for exanple, put the number who

have taken el ective courses at about 200 000 people.”

“I'n the 2 countrjes there are 20 000 active amateurs organi zed in nore than 400 |oca
About 60% of these are affiliated with nationa
About 60% of these are affiliated with nationa
League or the Royal Rstrononical Society of Canada.”

mar ket for inported and domestic instrunents may be nore than 40 000 units,
| east 15 000 produced [in the US]...”"
Probably 500 observers provide data to 6 specialized societies which, in
astrononmers and researchers.”

soci eties and cl ubs.
soci eties and cl ubs.
the [[Anerican Astrononical.]
“The total US annua
i ncludi ng at
butions to the science.
turn, nmake it available to professiona

astronony
groups such as
groups such as

or regiona
or regiona

“Amat eur astrononers neke significant contri-

“The study al so nmentioned

t he cmﬂ&ural benefits of this popular science and the costs of continued degrading of the quality

of the dark sky.

property val ues, |oss of tourist

The report cited a US Environnental
whi ch stated:”Decreasing visibility of the sky creates aesthetic and pschol ogi ca
revenues in scenic areas and genera

Protection Agency study of the daytine sky
costs, loss of
citizen dissatisfaction.”

For a copy of the sumary report send a stanped sel f-addressed envel ope to:

Astrononi cal League Survey,

329 South Front St.

Harrisburg, PA 17104
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