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Mars as seen on July 21, 1986, when it was only 60
million kilometres from Earth. Although not as
spectacular as it will be in the autumn of 1988,
Mars nevertheless dominated the summer sky, rival-
ling Jupiter in brightness and telescopic detail.

(12” Questar, eyepiece projection, TP 2415 film,
and a 1/8 second exposure).



A Hi story of Astronony in Durham Regi on

Possibly the first astronomcal organization in
Durham Region was the Lake Ontario Astronom ca

Associ ati on. It was founded on July 7, 1977 (the
date of its organizational neeting)and held a total
of 11 neetings during its lifetine. The president,

and driving force behind the LQOAA was Ray
Gr ot enhui s. Wth his departure for University, the
LOAA fell into dormancy just two years after it was
f ounded. Fortunately, the secretary-treasurer of
the LOAA, WIlliam Kinsman, kept records of what
went on at neetings, and thus we can | ook back at
the activities of this group:

The LOAA held eight neetings in its first year, the
prograns of which were summarized as follows in
their 1977/ 78 report:

July 7/ 77 O ganization Meeting:
Adopt ed constitution; held el ections

August 13 (oservational Evening at the hone of
M. J. Ralph

Sept 30 General Meeting: Film"The Universe"
shown at Paul Dwyer H gh School, Room 41

Feb 15/78 (Observing Program short talk by W Kins-
man on "Star Time and C ock Tine"

April 2 Observation Evening at Lakeview Park

April 8 Special Meeting. Filmon "The Crab Neb-
ula" and talk by Dr. C T. Bolton "The
Di scovery of Black Hol es”

June 2-3 Exhibition in mall of Gshawa Center.
Gai ned three new nmenbers. Noted nanes of
29 interested persons.

June 28 Annual Report. Talk on "Tel escope Buil d-
ing" by R Gotenhuis.

The report also nentioned that w thout support from
t he nmenbership, the Association would be in trouble.
At the end of its first year the LOAA had "no
instrunment, and ... no honme place from which to ob-
serve reqgularly.”

Fi nancial records show that during its existence,
41 nmenbers Joined by paying the $2 nenbership fee,
up to and including the very last neeting on Janu-
ary 20, 1979. Excerpts from the mnutes of the | ast
three LOAA neetings are as foll ows:



Cct 11/78 7:45 pm Room C- 250, Durham Col | ege
Constitution anended, Janes Trenmbl ay
el ected vice-president. Report of a visit
to Stellafane, by James Trenblay. D scus-
sion on establishing a regular observing
site on CLOCA property. Telescope nount
(under construction) by Beaton & Trenbl ay
examned. Talk of formng a telescope
maki ng group.

Dec 8 RoomC- 249, Dur hamCaol | ege. Di scussion on
sources of large financial help, for the
buil ding of an observatory. Report on the
"Construction of a Primary Mrror Munt"
by J. Trenblay. Continued discussion of a
possi bl e observatory site.

Jan 20/ 79 Public neeting arranged by Durham Col | ege
in Room C-113. Speaker: Dr. David Strang-
way on "The Oigin and Evolution of the
Sol ar Systent.

In a letter to M. WM Canpbell of CLOCA dated
Decenber 16, 1978, the LOAA executive stated that:

Tentative | ong-range plans picture one
| arger tel escope permanently | ocated at
the observing site. A wooden frane
shelter, wth a roll-off roof, would
house a tel escope of 18" dianeter,

wei ghi ng possibly 1 % tons. The shelter
for the instrunment would be about 12
by 15'. An instrument of this calibre
woul d be used for photographi c work,

as well as for direct observation.

In addition, the letter defined the LOAA as a vol un-
tary cultural association of persons interested in
Astronony, to the extent of telescope building, and
observation of the heavens with portable tel escopes.

January 20, 1979 marked the end of the LOAA and the
beginning of a two year intermssion which was to
end in Novenber 1981 with the formation of a second
group, the Durham Regi on Astronom cal Society.

TO BE CONTI NUED



The OAS for 1987

The 1987 OAS nenbership (as of Feb 15)
bel ow t 0 encourage comruni cati on anong CAS nmem

is given

bers. Want to go observing or just “tal k Astro-
nony”? G ve soneone a ring!
Ghi sl ai n Chabot 000- 0000
St eve Chomi ak 000- 0000
Renee Cot t on 000- 0000
Al |l an Del | 000- 0000
Jim Housego 000- 0000
Don Jam eson 000- 0000
Ki m Kanst ei n 000- 0000
Val t er MacDonal d 000- 0000
Ni col e M chaux 000- 0000
Scott Ransay 000- 0000
Pet er Wt her spoon  000- 0000
The Cel esti al Qbserver
Pl ease send news and/or articles to:
Wal ter MacDonal d,
Edi tor, TCO
759 @ encairn St.,
GCshawa, Ontario
L1J 5B1
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